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Table 2-2 
Grant County Population

Year Population Change
1940 14,668
1950 24,346 66%
1960 46,477 91%
1970 41,881 -10%
1980 48,522 16%
1990 54,758 13%
1993 60,300 10%
2000 74,698 24%
2010 88,331 18%
2020 98,715 12%

Sources:  U.S. Bureau of the Census and OFM.

Table 2-3 
Population By Incorporated And Unincorporated Areas

Area
Year

1980 1990 1993 2000 
Census

2004 
(estimated)

Grant County 48,522 54,798 60,300 74,698 78,300
Unincorporated 22,005 26,406 30,456 35,797 37,240
Incorporated 26,517 28,392 29,844 38,901 41,060
Coulee City 510 568 622 600 605
Coulee Dam1 2 3 2 4 0
Electric City 927 910 915 922 950
Ephrata 5,359 5,349 5,550 6,808 6,890
George 261 324 336 528 525
Grand Coulee 1,180 984 1018 897 925
Hartline 165 176 180 134 135
Krupp (Marlin) 87 63 60 60 65
Mattawa 299 941 1310 2,609 3,265
Moses Lake 10,629 11,235 11,700 14,953 16,110
Quincy 3,525 3,734 3,810 5,044 5,255
Royal City 676 1,104 1,145 1,823 1,815
Soap Lake 1,196 1,203 1,260 1,733 1,735
Warden 1,479 1,609 1,710 2,544 2,540
Wilson Creek 222 189 226 242 245

Sources:  Office of Financial Management and Grant County.
1 Population is reported only for the portion of Coulee Dam that is within Grant County.

The County has seasonal load restrictions on roads and bridges.  For roads, these restrictions comply 
with requirements established by the Washington Department of Transportation.  The seasonal load 
limits are generally lowered in the winter to reduce road damage resulting from heavy loads during 
periods of freezing weather.  Table 2-4 lists seasonable load limits for County-maintained road 
bridges.
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The majority of commercial, freight, passenger and private air traffic is routed through the Grant 
County Airport near the City of Moses Lake.  Smaller airports, which are used typically by private 
planes, exist at Electric City, Ephrata and other municipalities.

A Burlington Northern Sante Fe Railroad (BNSF) line crosses Grant County through Quincy, 
Ephrata, Soap Lake, Wilson Creek and Marlin.  The BNSF also provides rail access to the City of 
Moses Lake, Wheeler and Warden.  This line continues south from Grant County towards Connell in 
Franklin County.  In 1995, the Royal Slope Railroad operated a line from Royal City to the BNSF 
line at Othello. This line no longer operates, is owned by the Washington State Department of 
Transportation, and needs repair.  The Port of Royal Slope and WSDOT are discussing possibly 
reopening the line to help service a new industrial park owned by the Port.

Table 2-4 
Load Limitations For County Bridges

Bridge Maximum Allowed
Gross Load

(Tons)Name Number

'F' NE 118 13
'O' NE 126 19
'S' NE 131 16
'F' NE 139 13
'15.5' NE 155 24
‘4’ SE 228 30
'2.8' SE 251 32
Red Rock Coulee Road 303 18
'E' SE 313 20
'I' SW 317 22
Division.1 NW 322 24
Baird Springs 354 27
'V' SW 375 27
'J' NW 384 34
'E.2' SW 419 28
Crescent Bar 425 31

2.4.4 Economic Trends

Grant County's economic base is in the agricultural, manufacturing, retail and service sectors.  From 
1992 (the year used for the 1995 Plan) through third quarter 2004, employment increased 
approximately 18% in the agricultural, forestry and fishing sectors and 38% in nonagricultural 
sectors.  The nonagricultural industries with the largest increase in number of employees were 
finance, insurance and real estate; manufacturing, and government.  Employment in the wholesale 
and retail trades decreased approximately 7%.  Unemployment decreased from 11% to 8.2% of the 
total civilian labor force.  Table 2-5 lists the employment distribution by industry in 1992 and 
average of the first three quarters of 2004.


